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U.S. Department of State, Washington DC
July 31, 2003

An Intergovernmental Organization with 81 Members 
and 58 Participating Organizations
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The Group on Earth Observations was 
established at the EO Ministerial Summit in 2005
in Brussels with one major objective:

To establish a coordinated and sustained
Global Earth Observation System of Systems 

GEOSS

to enhance informed decision making in 
different areas of the Society.
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GEOSS will be built from the expansion and interlinking of 
existing observation and information systems and the 
investments of Members and Participating Organizations in 
new systems.
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A yearly, wall-to-wall, medium-resolution monitoring 
approach has been identified as the best suited to cover a 
wide range of potential outcomes of the policy-framework 
negotiations. Two sets of corresponding of information 
products were identified
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Horizon 1

• 1a. – Annual, wall-to-wall, Forest Area Change and updated 
Forest/Non-Forest coverage maps, which can be used for estimation of 
trends and associated accuracy metrics.

• 1b. – Land-cover/use map (including agriculture, plantations, native 
forest, grassland)

Horizon-2

• 2.a - Coarse-resolution, high-frequency forest change detection/ 
anomalies product (derived from low-resolution, but high frequency 
satellite sensors such as MODIS (optical) or PALSAR ScanSAR 
(radar).

• 2b. - Forest-type : Softwood, hardwood, native, primary, secondary
• 2c. - Forest trends
• 2d. -Sparse woody perennial cover
• 2e.- High-resolution forest change, structure or physiology products 

(from satellite, airborne systems – eg. lidar, x-band SAR, imaging 
spectrometers)

• 2f.- Forest Degradation
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The relevant documents are available on request and will be posted on 
the web portal once reached a suitable level of maturity.
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